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Abstract: The dark mudstone of the Suotoushan Formation in the Lower Devonian of the Yanyuan Basin rep-
resents a new stratigraphic horizon for shale gas exploration in the Upper Yangtze region. Investigating its sedi-
mentary environment and organic matter enrichment mechanisms holds significant implications for unconven-
tional oil and gas exploration along the western margin of the Upper Yangtze Plate. This study reconstructs the
paleoclimate, paleoproductivity, paleo-redox conditions, and paleosalinity during the deposition of the Suo-
toushan Formation dark mudstone through analyses of rock macro/microscopic characteristics, mineral composi-
tion, elemental geochemistry, and organic geochemistry, while exploring organic matter enrichment mecha-
nisms. Results indicate that the Suotoushan Formation was deposited in a rimmed platform environment, com-
prising five sedimentary subfacies: lagoon, reef flat, platform margin, collapsed slope, and basin. The mudstone
exhibits favorable shale gas generation potential with an average TOC content of 1.86%, mean vitrinite re-
flectance (Ro) of 1.15%, dominant Type II1 and 112 organic matter, and high brittleness index averaging 64.41.
During deposition, the basin experienced warm-humid paleoclimate, hydrothermal activity, high aquatic produc-
tivity, anoxic reducing bottom water, and low salinity conditions. The study concludes that the combined effects
of restricted lagoon environment, warm-humid climate, anoxic conditions, low-salinity water, and elevated pale-
oproductivity collectively facilitated the development of organic-rich mudstone in the Suotoushan Formation.
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Fig. 1 Tectonic Location Map of the Yanyuan Basin
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Fig. 2 Composite Sedimentary Facies Column Chart of the Lower Devonian in the Yanyuan Basin
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Tab. 1 Organic geochemical data of rock samples
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Tab. 2 Mineral Composition Table of Dark Mudstone in the Lower Devonian Series
Suotoushan Formation, Yanyuan Basin
Je M0 (%) B LW & (%)
FE 5 G 5 F/IQ
A% kA BRkA FRA ERA AsA BRSO PRAa mka A
YYPDO8 13.48 28.08 46.18 0.01 2.40 0.00 0.45 8.25 0.80 0.37 5.69
YYPDO7 10.65 39.52 33.28 0.66 2.70 0.40 0.49 11.48 0.31 0.52 7.09
YYPDO06 37.70 0.39 0.38 17.84 1.58 1.31 1.68 35.44 3.05 0.64 0.06
YYPDO5 20.92 15.23 37.77 0.23 2.75 1.80 0.53 19.44 0.81 0.54 2.67
YYPDO04 39.63 0.64 1.98 0.51 2.35 0.45 1.41 51.65 1.07 0.33 0.13
YYPDO3 20.43 3.77 22.69 0.41 2.00 0.06 0.92 48.09 0.73 0.90 1.39
YYPDO02 40.64 2.87 2.87 0.56 4.00 0.41 1.66 45.24 1.02 0.74 0.24
YYPDO1 40.38 2.36 2.24 0.54 2.68 0.56 1.57 48.38 0.56 0.73 0.18
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Fig. 3 Mineral Composition Diagram of Dark Mudstone in the Suotoushan Formation
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Fig. 4 Vertical Variation Chart of Depositional Environment Indicators in the Suotoushan Formation
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Kimura and Watanabe, 2001; Algeo and Maynard, 2004) . (£ 3), L5 FIWr 46 Kk 11 21 5 o e 5 DORR 72 P A 410
A SCHIH Ni/Co., U/Th, V/Cr, V/Sc Fl V/I(VANDFEbr (LB JFL 5

x3 RiFEAMTRASSE K LAR B REMIKLF R

Tab.3 Geochemical Data of Dark Mudstone in the Suotoushan Formation, Lower Devonian Series, Yanyuan Basin

K W 44 = YYPDOI YYPDO2 YYPDO3 YYPDO04 YYPDO5 YYPDO06 YYPDO7 YYPDOS
Li 62.93 55.83 35.24 56.52 51.17 44.38 24.40 19.84
Be 2.74 2.41 3.95 3.13 2.58 2.43 2.05 1.84
Sc 13.77 13.62 17.77 14.57 11.17 12.40 9.34 9.56
Ti 3865.34 3500.74 4468.26 4054.68 3975.99 3133.77 2044.95 1995.73
\% 414.17 396.44 1103.22 412.60 379.10 438.29 663.47 442.49
Cr 123.84 119.58 272.06 130.84 120.06 116.18 123.63 174.08
Mn 523.26 605.08 231.09 494,55 112.23 433.63 201.33 195.40
Co 13.42 13.37 13.00 16.42 4.04 10.50 8.08 6.74
Ni 62.96 66.70 162.68 96.24 23.51 63.70 99.07 87.25
Cu 59.60 55.53 91.68 69.09 23.50 46.44 38.34 33.91
Zn 258.18 212.51 551.09 271.19 101.25 750.79 366.79 176.46
Ga 21.42 20.46 25.59 23.23 22.29 19.31 12.72 12.51
Ge 2.08 1.97 2.32 2.30 2.07 2.36 1.29 1.33
As 17.88 16.98 27.63 18.41 11.09 14.08 13.63 6.50
Rb 166.79 158.98 184.33 177.74 168.95 144.22 87.69 86.08
Sr 221.95 304.58 102.96 82.60 113.91 617.90 1210.95 1162.57
Y 40.94 41.08 54.50 42.83 23.88 35.79 26.64 30.67
Zr 111.16 105.87 122.77 115.76 115.31 94.60 60.81 79.35
Nb 14.18 13.08 15.44 14.73 14.34 11.89 7.72 7.86
Ba 2099.45 3061.34 3691.45 6556.00 3814.28 3002.82 1928.27 1627.57
La 48.92 47.24 58.13 52.37 50.77 43.93 28.06 28.98
Ce 77.39 74.68 87.15 82.00 76.33 65.72 42.69 .57
Pr 10.66 10.26 12.13 11.31 9.80 9.28 5.88 5.88
Nd 43,01 41.45 49.50 45.73 35.45 37.55 23.85 23.90
Sm 7.74 7.50 8.94 8.13 4.15 6.70 4.15 432
Eu 1.39 1.36 1.58 1.31 0.67 1.18 0.78 0.78
Gd 7.13 7.12 8.60 7.55 3.20 6.08 3.91 413
Tb 1.11 1.10 1.30 1.16 0.51 0.95 0.61 0.65
Dy 7.07 6.95 8.37 7.20 3.54 5.89 3.81 429
Ho 1.42 1.42 1.72 1.47 0.81 121 0.81 0.90
Er 4.15 4.09 5.06 428 2.61 3.56 2.40 2.70
Tm 0.62 0.60 0.74 0.63 0.42 0.52 0.35 0.42
Yb 3.85 3.82 4.69 3.92 2.85 3.37 2.21 2.52
Lu 0.59 0.59 0.74 0.61 0.45 0.50 0.34 0.41

Hf 4.05 3.84 4.28 4.24 4.17 3.48 2.03 2.44
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K I 2 5 YYPDO1 YYPDO02 YYPDO03 YYPDO04 YYPDO5 YYPDO06 YYPDO7 YYPDO08
Ta 1.05 0.98 1.15 1.07 1.06 0.87 0.54 0.56
% 1.76 1.64 1.90 1.86 1.82 1.57 0.80 0.92
Tl 1.76 1.72 1.63 1.93 1.91 1.45 0.89 0.59
Pb 22.85 21.91 25.70 24.93 24.23 19.63 11.19 9.46
Bi 0.41 0.38 0.48 0.44 0.41 0.33 0.23 0.23
Th 16.36 15.17 17.45 17.05 13.57 14.08 8.79 8.71
U 5.53 5.67 7.09 5.65 4.42 5.78 5.68 6.15
TOC 1.34 1.30 1.45 2.86 0.59 1.60 1.55 4.15
Ni/Co 4.69 4.99 12.52 5.86 5.82 6.06 12.26 12.94
St/Cu 3.72 1.12 5.49 1.20 4.85 13.30 31.58 34.29
V/Sc 30.09 29.10 62.08 28.32 33.95 35.35 71.00 46.30
V/Cr 3.34 3.32 4.06 3.15 3.16 3.77 5.37 2.54
V/( V+Ni) 0.87 0.86 0.87 0.81 0.94 0.87 0.87 0.84
U/Th 0.34 0.37 0.41 0.33 0.33 0.41 0.65 0.71

Bayg 1674.27 2676.26 3199.94 6109.99 3376.92 2658.11 1703.33 1408.04
F/Q 0.18 0.24 1.39 0.13 2.67 0.06 7.09 5.69
Sr/Ba 0.11 0.10 0.03 0.01 0.03 0.21 0.63 0.71
6Ce 0.62 0.61 0.62 0.62 0.63 0.60 0.61 0.60

43k 1 L5 e 7 Ni/Co fHA T 4.69-12.94 2 [A],
SEIAME N 8.14, $8 /8 45 Sk 1 41 TURR T 92 48 - B SR R B
V/Cr HA T 2.54-5.37 Z [0, -3 {H Ny 3.59, 48 7 i 3k
4RI AR T30 S FR B U/Th {4 T 0.33-0.71 Z ], %
BIE A 0.44, S 1) L B2 i K (] 4), 5878 4 3k
WA DR T A IR R, i 4 2 R 320 W 1 55 V/Sce (H A
T 28.32-71.00 Z [A], V- H{E Ay 42.02, $8 75 4 Sk 1 2H 3T
T B A B VI(VAND E A T 0.81-0.94 Z [1], “F-
{E R 0.87, #5784 3 INAL VLR T Bl A 3R 85 (18] 5) o 25
e, T DX Sk 1L A B e U A TR 4 JES K DA B S A
Booh 3, WA PR AR B A R
422 HRFHAE

BORRAT SR I D 4 R AL i AR, DT
LR E AR A L A R LA ROk KN
FEAE 34 1T 5 7 OR300 801k 8 5 4% 1 (o Ie
HRAE, 2020) o FEBAGRALIREE T, BERTIE BT AL
0 SR A, AR AR SE 4 G sl Z, B R 3 A A JEAR
HTIE iy Bt & F I, sk 2 3 & /R,
HY T I ] J EL TR P, R AR AR B v R B
/N(3.0 um~6.0 pm), FF AR LR A R T A
BLST I PR A7 5 T8 BB S SR R A b, S AR i 7t

WAL T ORI Z T, KRS R 2 i B, i K AR b
Al ORI A 5 - N 7 1%, REAREIR B R IR AU TR 35
1, PR R BE T FERE AR BT Hh AR B R H RV
AE]—(5.0 pm~10.0 pm), 531 B 43 B, A
FITA BT PR AF CR S, 2024) o ABFFEIE A 34
P X 47 S L ZE U8 A S A T RS A AT, R B i v
AR KB (E 6), HA#E LM 1 3.7 pm~
5.7 um Z 8], FA- KRN TE 2.5 pm A2 A, G B
BRA B FREIR G5 4 B R AR AN, FIWTIE 9T IX 46 3k 1
2T AR T K A Ry e SRR Ak R BE, AT B AR A S
L3 i 08
43 BERFEREEmAN

i B SIS i AR i OB R A L S
B E, Ti Ml Ze o R E2ZORIEFREE, BT L0
YR E DT, G B R A RS DT EE AT KA, I
H%Z 2 Fioc R vk A xR e, Eilis | DORL
HOR 5 32 20 AR FH RN 1 A 52 i, R Ok 1 B
Ti J Zr JCF & 5 48 7 Bl U5 AR BE (9 55 55, Ti A Zr
JCE WA =, 2% WA B VR 146 i 0 o i A £ 8 22 (Algeo
etal, 2011). i3k ILZAFE S o Ti & A T 1995.73-
4468.26 ug/g, F¥IME K 0.34 ng/g; Zr % A T 60.81-
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Fig. 6 Pyrite Morphology in Dark Mudstone of the Suo-

toushan Formation

122.77 pg/g, VY18 K 100.70 pg/g( 3 3) . 455 R0 45
S 1l 2 T B i Y AR I A AR, S K IR R R
M E SR, AR Tk AR = iR .

Redox Conditions during the Depositional Period of the Suotoushan Formation

44 HEE

R B BRSO 2 A 43 2 2 K AR
5 T B S8 A SO 5, X ML A9 TR R A A R 3A
Be, G oty Eh B AR A AL A S A
B Y. Sr 5 Ba Wb 2EME B AL T R, 1 Sr
HIE RS BE 77 B Ba i, P ULTEAS [R] A9 K AR SR 5 o, A4S
JTCRMEA AN, @it St RFEHE S SyB Lt a
1B R 0 B 47 Sk 11 2 B 0 3 A DT R Y oy R R, 2
Sr(10°) < 300 #5 7~ ¥k 7K YT BLER BT, 300<< Sr(10°) <
500 5 78 IR K - K 3 VTR IR B, 500<<Sr(10°°) 87K
J K T AR BE; Y Si/Ba<< 0.5 48 78 TR UK TR B B
0.5<< Sr/Ba<< 1.0 4§ 7 ¥ 7K -Jak 7K & ¥ Ui B2 34 5%,
St/Ba> 1.0 48 /R B /K UL LR 35 (2235 4%, 2017; Zhang et
al., 2017) . HF 5% X KE & Sr(10°) 4 T 82.60-1210.95,
XA 477.18, 4 Sk L AR 5 AR IR K BT
BT, B T0 3 U 20K UTRLEABE ; St/Ba L {E M 0.01-
0.71, F-¥{E R 0.23(F 4), T8 /R (KR FE MR K DURLER
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Bio M EERRARI NI AR R TR (151 4), 4k i 4

JIEHR AR S IROK DU PR, 21 TR I A2 £ 2R K -

JHOK Ik T AR R B, Ty K AR R T B W kG O, P RN IR bR
e AR LA A o S5 A L SO SR AR 1R Y
ST, A Sk L ZH OR300 55 e 30 00 R W W, BT
I M R AR AT R T KA MU E A, B T 46
SITEERINAY S U R 7NN Ul [ i R 2 )
WD, B R A AR D IROK A D, S B0
KERE SR o MR R, B4 b IXCAE e A
AL TR BE PG 220 )0 DX, T 6 2 6.9°S (5K 1
ZL4F, 2001), 454 vt BE 434, AT LA U U 4 i AE
A5 S 111 ZH TR A 3 A U I ) A PR, B K R
% 2, G55 UTRAR S B 0 45 51, I I8 i 5% IX 7R
45 3 I ZH DRI — N IR ARV, DRt T 2 b X
32T B Bl U ) B ) S AR
45 WEED

45 3% 1L 21 DT FR IR BE 19 43 A S R B T sk b A
JCE SR, B, 75 6 0 R R0 S L AT St ik AT A
W, 43 BT 70 22 W B R A5 52 AR Bl S e, B REAE
JCRSHCHGN TR A AT AT SEvE . HORE
BRI VE AR W 0 BB A BRI, R i A 5 IE
PO G S UYWL & U5 %A T Ba, Cu. Zn Fil V %70
W I B AR S DR A VA IS PR T Bl ok Y R R
JCE (7K CIE%, 2010; Zhang et al., 2018), Wi ICE
P AL L 53 1 (& 72) H AT UL Ba, Zn F1 V S8 HRAE T
W AR, A RIS SO e R R . BT
JCE R A M b A AR AU R R 8 22 S, nT R A
PO TE 300 0 AR 2 (Yao et al., 2014), 8Ce TE VTR

100
a
10 ¢
B
W&
= 1
®
IR
0.1F
® YYPDOI » YYPDO02 « YYPDO3 ¢ YYPDO04
v YYPDO5 a YYPD06 e YYPDO7 = YYPDO8
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VFF O SIRPLDTPLS S 40P S

FH PRI Ry 48 7 ARG 3 36 bR, BT 3 T 1R
Y EA BB 00 5 R, A R OT R i bR A A
FEARFE (B 7b) LA K Ce TG 19 555 ok F Briie AR 1 1
PGS, (La/Yb) BIME N 1.32, RW A Ak iR H
M 4 1 43 5 B2 X, LREE/HREE {5} 0.67, = +
TCR B LU R AR, brfE AL 43 il e W el A0
AWFFEH 8Ce SEIIME K 0.62, 5 BLH B & 7 S5 %, 45
G 4 Sk Ll A1 AR I 52 B AT B 52 ) B AR AR . PO
HAEXTE R Zn LR 5 NiJo &, 74 Co o &, KL H]
JH Ni-Co-Zn = Kl fige e FI W G Bl i 520, i =4
Pl fige 25 A (L 8) W1, B9 IX A R it 8 PRI PE TR DL
R, 1 B 4 =k 11 2H ORI A 52 BRI sl 52 ) .
PWTE B vl gl Ve b AR ) kB Rt T Ba,
Cu FIHR L 55 - H MW E R o, 76— BT {2k
Tl AR R, TR R T4 Sk i A DL Y
(o5 =
46 HEFAH

AR R AR TR AR AR AL T AR | R ]
N BT = A A8 P14 B & (Pedersen and Calvert, 1990) . 7F
T BT AE ARG R, Ba s FRAE R A2 I i
JCERFERZ —, AR & & 5 APURFE R
5 A OGP, Ba T 2 38 H LA E A (BaSO,) IE AR A7
EVURRY Y, HUURY b alm & & 5L T 2 IE
FHIOCHE, ZE SR E P TR L IX, AR Y50 (Ba,,) 1Y 7%
Z47E 1000-5 000 pg/g Z ] (Algeo et al., 2011;Schoepfer
etal., 2015) . Ba, MitBEARUWT:

Bay, = Bayo — [Tisampie X (Ba/Ti)gpq] (2)
I3 2 1, Bag AT RE 5L Y Ba B B, Tigme
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b
W
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R
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Fig. 7 Trace Element (a) and Rare Earth Element (b) Distribution Patterns in Rock Samples (Standardized values for global black
shales are based on Ketris and Yudovich, 2009)
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Fig. 9 Correlation Diagram of Various Parameters in Dark Mudstone from the Suotoushan Formation
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Fig. 10 Sedimentary model of organic-rich dark mudstone in Suotoushan Formation
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